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The Wellspring Anglican Church Chinese Congregation (WACCC) was previously
known as the Hobart Chinese Anglican Church (HCAC). At that time, Rev. Peter At-
kins of Holy Trinity Church felt the burden to bring the gospel to and strengthen the
Chinese Christian communities here. After two years of praying, in May of 1989, Rev.
Peter started home Chinese bible studies which then grew to bilingual (English-Can-
tonese) Sunday service every second and fourth week each month.

Later on, Pastor Tammy Tam(1991-1995), and then Rev. Jacob Yung (1996-2007) re-
sponded to God’s call and came here to further develop Chinese ministry. In 2007, the
Parish of Holy Trinity together with the Chinese church merged with Bay West church,
and moved to the current location. In early 2011, Pastor Shing Chee Pang from Malay-
sia was appointed. Then, Rev. Michael Chau was appointed in early 2013 and is current-
ly ministering. In late 2014, Rev. Rob Imberger commenced his role in Wellspring as a
senior pastor, continuing to lead and support Chinese ministry.

Our members comprise of various nationalities and backgrounds, including mainland
China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Taiwan and Singapore, mostly are overseas university
students, local residents and new immigrants. We regularly receive short-visit fellow
Christians and friends.

Apart from Sunday service, we run various classes, including faith exploration and
growth, bible study and fellowship. On festivals we also celebrate together.
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Bishop Richard Condie

hirty Years! What a wonderful testimony

of God’s grace, to sustain the Chinese
ministry in Hobart for all these years. The
Diocese of Tasmania is very proud to have
supported this pioneering ministry from its
beginning to what it is today, and we are
so proud of your faithfulness to the Lord
Jesus over these years.

We give thanks to God for His faithfulness
to you. He is true to his promises and is a
God who is perfect in all of his ways. He is
the one who begins the work and is faithful
to carry it to completion on the day of Je-
sus Christ. We praise him above all.

But we also give thanks to God for those
who were called to commence the work,
those who have carried it on, and those
who will come after us. God uses fragile
vessels like us to show his immeasurable
power. For all the faithful teaching from the
Bible, for all the gospel conversations, for
all the prayers, for all the songs sung in
worship, for all the lives transformed, for all
the people who have come to know and
follow the Lord, and for the many who have
moved from Hobart to carry gospel hope in
the world, we give thanks to God.

We give thanks for God’s great gift.
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Bishop John Harrower
BABRE+—(EELH

Chinese Ministry 30 Year Wellspring Celebration

Greeting from

Bishop John Harrower

hat joy | have shared with the Chinese
Congregation at Wellspring!

| was delighted to accept Reverend Michael
Chau’s invitation to preach at the Chinese
Service on Sunday 16th March 2014. The
Chinese congregation was joyfully expectant
as baby Angus was baptised, his father con-
firmed and eight people reaffirmed their com-
mitment to Christ. As Christ is our wellspring
of life through the Holy Spirit, so we celebrat-
ed new life in Christ at the Wellspring Angli-
can Chinese Congregation in Hobart! Praise
the Lord! What joy!

During his baptism, baby Angus delighted the
congregation with his super relaxed attitude
to everything going on around him, including
copious amounts of water being poured over
his head! It was not only wonderful to share
in this service, but also to see that whatever
our language or country of origin we are all
members of God’s wonderful family. My wife
Gayelene and | joined in a prayer day with
the Chinese Church at Wellspring — what a
privilege to be together before our Lord in
prayer!

The ordination at St David’s Cathedral of Mi-
chael Chau as a Deacon in 2013 and Priest
in 2014 were special times of the Holy Spir-
it's anointing for ministry in the name of Je-
sus Christ.

As we celebrate 30 years of Chinese minis-

try in Hobart, | acknowledge the dedication
of The Reverend Peter and Mrs Ruth Atkins
who pioneered this mission at Holy Trinity
North Hobart, 1982-2002.

The Reverend Jacob Yung joined this min-
istry and | remember with joy the occasion
on 30 April 2006 when we had one local Chi-
nese and two overseas students baptized,
and two overseas Chinese confirmed. The
local Chinese lady, Cathy, committed her-
self to Christ a few years before. This was
the result of long term mission to her family.
Through follow up and the moving of God’s
Spirit she committed to Christ at a Bible study.
Her mother-in-law became a Christian short-
ly after that and was baptized before Cathy
in 2001. Cathy’s husband also committed
to Christ during Bishop Chung’s visit led by
Reverend David Cohen earlier in 2006.

At the time, Reverend Jacob wrote, “Mission
to the overseas Chinese is a very reward-
ing ministry. Every year we have new be-
lievers with God’s grace. Some never heard
the gospel, some were non-active Christians
in their home land. When they came here,
they were touched by the Holy Spirit and the
love of other Christians here. Then their life
changed. Thank God to give us this great
commission to witness to local and overseas
Chinese.”

| conclude this greeting to the 30th Anniver-
sary of Wellspring Chinese Church with my
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final words, based on Colossians 1:15-29, to
the Wellspring Chinese congregation in March
2014:

You have been called of God to build a living
Christian community, a Church of living stones,
mature followers of Jesus Christ.

| know your heart:

Your heart is for Chinese people to be mature
in Christ. | praise God for this heart! Thank you
Jesus! We proclaim Christ. We sing the song of
Christ. We live as disciples of Christ. We love
one another. We present everyone mature in
Christ. We proclaim Christ as:

» God,

* Creator,

* Head of the Church, and

* Redeemer.

To become mature in Christ we must see Christ
in the fullness of his majesty.

As we see His fullness and His majesty; our
worship, our faith and our obedience will grow
and mature and we shall give Him the honour
and the glory due to Him.

May this song be ever sung in this Chinese
Church to the glory of God, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. AMEN.

Bishop John Harrower
11th Bishop of Tasmania, (2000-2015)
21 April 2019
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For the 30th Anniversary of the

Reverend Rob Imberger
Priest in Charge
Wellspring Anglican Church

Wellspring Chinese Congregation

k6] give thanks to my God for every re-
membrance of you,* always praying
with joy for all of you in my every prayer,®
because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now.? | am sure of
this, that he who started a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.” Indeed, it is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because |
have you in my heart, and you are all part-
ners with me in grace.” Philippians 1:3-7

This is how | feel about you, the Chinese
congregation, my dear brothers and sisters.
We are one church, and though we are from
different cultures and languages, we are
united by Jesus Christ and his gospel.

From the first Sunday | came to be Senior
Pastor of Wellspring in November 2014, |
felt a warmth and affection from this congre-
gation. You opened your hearts to me and
my family, including many offers of food and
fellowship. There is a strong servant-heart
in this community. | appreciated, then and
now, your thoughtfulness in including En-
glish songs when | came to preach, as well
as always offering someone to sit beside
me to translate from Chinese what was
happening up the front.

The memory | have which really stands out
as a highlight is something that happened

several years ago. A baby boy (who is now
a little toddler) had been born with an ab-
normality in his heart. He needed prayer.
So on a certain Sunday, the offer was made
to gather around him and his parents, to lift
them up to God. | was so glad to be invit-
ed into that, because when the time came,
dozens of brothers & sisters came forward
and prayed with great passion. This family
were touched, | was touched, by the clear
display of love, as well as faith in God to
heal. Praise God that this boy is happy and
healthy today.

| will close this reflection with a continua-
tion of Philippians 1, a prayer for you all, my
dear brothers and sisters:

“And | pray this: that your love will keep on
growing in knowledge and every kind of dis-
cernment,’® so that you may approve the
things that are superior and may be pure
and blameless in the day of Christ,11 filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise
of God.” Philippians 1:9-11

Rev. Rob Imberger
Senior Pastor
April 2019
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his year, when the time has come to cel-

ebrate the 30th anniversary of the Angli-
can Chinese gospel ministry in Hobart, Tas-
mania, | cannot help but think about these
amazing works of God.

There is a song, in which the lyrics are very
good reminders, “Count his blessings, name
them one by one. Count his blessings, you
will be surprised with immediate cheers.”

Every time when counting what God has
done, there is a reason for which must be
repeated, that is ‘His love endures forever.’
(Psalm 106:1) This repetition is one of our
ways to respond to God'’s grace, that is from
the beginning of the creation until today’s
protection and provision, all of our neces-
sities of life are received and gained from
God. Although human beings have invent-
ed many things, this is actually due to the
wisdom given to humans by God.

My wife reminds me regularly that “a hero
is silent about his past glories”. | am very
grateful from the depths of my heart when
| am thinking of my past. There was indeed
‘bravery’ but a lack of ‘wisdom’ on my path.
However, there was no glory but pride re-
mained. As the time passed and the en-
vironment changed, and in the confusing
times of life, God has made me understand
and experience deeply about what God’s
servant Paul has written in Galatians 2:20,
‘I have been crucified with Christ and | no
longer live, but Christ lives in me...” Thank
you God for having chosen me, saved me,
changed me completely, and called me to
become his servant who has a clear goal
and mission. Although my serving is insig-
nificant, which could be described as defect
and imperfect, and even left some damage
on the hearts of some brothers and sisters.
But | am grateful to the Lord, for the pre-
cious lessons | have learned about confes-
sion, introspection, begging for forgiveness
from God and brothers and sisters. He has

taught me how to entrust my deficiency to
him piece by piece. Nevertheless, God’s
faithfulness has guarded me to follow him,
to move forward step by step and to do his
work with my whole heart. Although | know
nothing about my future, | do know deeply
that there is no return. | also believe it is a
path of grace. All | need is to loyally feed the
sheep whom the Lord has entrusted me.
“Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a worker who does not need
to be ashamed and who correctly handles
the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

Recalling the past 30 years, Chinese
church ministry has gone through signifi-
cant changes. | am grateful to God for his
amazing grace and guidance. Though | ha-
ven’t walked together with it all these years,
in the past 7 years of serving, | have ex-
perienced God’s guidance and presence
in every single step. His reward is rich and
incomparable.

As we celebrate the 30th anniversary of
Chinese ministry, | thank God for this bless-
ed ministry! This following scripture exactly
voices the feeling of my heart, “Thanks be
to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corin-
thians 9:15)

The church is the body of Christ, which
manifests his grace and love in every place.
Through serving God, Christians’ old selves
and lives bound by sins has been renewed
and redeemed.

The process of church growth is actually the
one that in his grace sinful people, called by
God and becoming righteousness by faith,
get reborn and transformed. The scripture
says, “For we are God’s handiwork, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.”
(Ephesians 2:10)

| am grateful that all the brothers and sisters
love and support to me and my family, so
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that we can witness the 30th anniversary to-
gether, which is grace from God our Father.
| am also grateful that the Tasmania parish
has given full support and affirmation to the
Chinese ministry.

30 years passed in a blink. God has em-
powered and blessed brothers and sisters
to serve diligently. As a result, our ministry
has grown continually. The most exciting
and praise-worthy is: those students or mi-
grants who came from different countries
and religious backgrounds have made im-
pressive achievement in various areas due
to the love of Lord and his molding. Some of
them have even become the leaders of the
church, and they have brought the gospel in
the Chinese congregation or other church-
es. How good this is! How beautiful this is!

According to Romans 10:13-15, “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” Nevertheless, if people have no
faith in him, how can they call to him? If they
haven’t heard him, how can they have faith
in him? If no one preaches the gospel, how
can they hear it? If no one has been sent,
how can the gospel be preached? Broth-
ers and sisters, according to the scripture,
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

| pray that under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit and leadership of the Tasmanian
bishop, together with brothers and sisters
from the English service, we will stick to
the church which is a family full of God’s
love on the basis of the unity of “one Lord,
one faith and one spirit”. We will walk to-
gether firmly with one heart on the path that
makes the gospel thrive, serve diligently
for the gospel mission, pray constantly and
offer generously to the people whom God
has entrusted. | also pray that the Chinese
congregation will continue to grow and to be
blessings for the local Chinese, internation-
al students, visiting scholars and tourists.
May God remember and bless you for your
service and hard work.

We are approaching the last day and fac-
ing even more challenges. | believe that
God our father will continue to guide us and
call leaders for his church who will become
stronger, more strategic and faithful. We will
become the lighthouse and shine in this re-
gion.

Once again, | must give thanks to Tasma-
nian diocese and all pastors, elders, fellow
workers, brothers and sisters from different
churches and services for their love and
kind support. Not only | express my grati-
tude, but also | would like to share the joy of
the church’s 30th birthday with you! | pray
that God’s promise will become the hope of
all people. To the Lord’s holy name be the
praise and glory!

2013412 ) B #k 405 F St David Cathedral
BIANE
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Reverend Peter Atkins
X

BUAENCRAFIRHNA

The Beginning of a Ministry

fter serving Jesus Christ in SE Asia for

twelve years, it would seem almost in-
evitable that on return home, and appointed
to Holy Trinity Church in Hobart, my heart
should begin to respond to the challenge
of establishing a Chinese Church. As one
called to serve, God had given me a deep
love, especially of the Chinese people. In
learning Cantonese | could be deemed a
failure. But burning within, was a passion
that surpassed that of human expression
through any giftedness. How then did it
come about?

The catalyst to begin was when asked to
conduct the funeral of a Chinese lady that
had died. The family accepted that it would
be a Christian service, as | have always be-
lieved in such circumstances, my ministry is
to the living, not the dead. To see that church
packed with Chinese people and I, given an
opportunity to share the Gospel, was an in-
spiration in itself. A questionaire was also
distributed to test the waters. There was
one response. Mr Gordon Henry, a former
ambassador to Taiwan (then Formosa), and
the man who started the first supermarket in
Hobart, said, “Yes!” Himself a Roman Cath-
olic, he not only encouraged the move but
joined in some of our early activities.

We started in a small way. Bible Studies
and fellowship meetings in homes, meals
together and an occasional bi-lingual com-
bined service with the mid-morning Trinity
congregation. Behind these activites there
was much prayer. On one particular Sat-
urday morning, a Garage Sale on Davey

Street, the home of Hobart's main demo-
litionist, John Watson, was the venue for
God’s appointment. A Chinese couple was
engaged in conversation, and to their de-
light, in Cantonese. This proved to be a
meeting of tremendous significance. Dr.
Tam Heng Kong and his wife Karen were
very interested in the idea of setting up a
Chinese Church. Not only were they willing
to be involved, later on, their church, San-
dy Bay Baptist Church, seconded them as
members for a two year period to help in this
new venture. Two years and much more Dr.
Tam and | have enjoyed a life-long friend-
ship. Our pathways have seen sadness
and sorrow with the passing of Karen after
a long battle with cancer. Another fulfiiment
of that verse, “ Unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains alone, but
if it dies, it bears much fruit...” (John 12:24-
TEV.

From the beginning, the Trinity Church
Council saw this initiative as a proper ex-
pression of both mission and stewardship,
investing the income from property, to
fund the establishment of a Chinese min-
istry. This found fulfilment when the Parish
Council agreed to the employment of a full
time Chinese worker. A search began and
it seemed that every step taken was bless-
ed of the Lord: Tammy Tam, originally from
Hong Kong, became our first full time em-
ployed addition to staff. She had completed
her studies at the Sydney Mission and Bi-
ble College and was God’s gift to us. With
her presence came an increase in activity
of outreach, pastoral care and proclamation
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of the Gospel. As an outreach we also set
up a Gospel Outreach inviting the Chinese
Restaurant Worker’s Fellowship to come
and be involved in a mission. This was an
interesting activity as often it took place af-
ter hours. Late evening, teams would go out
to different restaurants and share the Gos-
pel of Christ with the staff. Eleven people
from Sydney came at their own expense
and gave us a surge of activity. At one stage
we had church members from five different
restaurants in Hobart. Tammy was much
valued and loved amongst us. When she
informed us of her decision to get married,
we knew it was time to release her, even
though she had been with us for over five
years. It was another of my delights to con-
duct her wedding in Sydney to Michael.
They are now resident in Melbourne, have
two children and still involved in ministry.

A replacement for Tammy was undertak-
en and after much prayer, the Lord gave
us Jacob and Dilys Yung. Jacob had also
graduated from Sydney Bible and Mission-
ary College. Like with Tammy, it was a joy
for me to work with Jacob. Now we had a
married couple with two children giving us
a Christian Chinese couple in our midst.
Activities continued to grow and growth in
the Chinese Church constituted the growth
area of the life of Holy Trinity Church. Ev-
ery fifth Sunday we brought together both
congregations for a bi-lingual service, giv-
ing a sense of belonging and that we were
all part of a larger church. Depending on
who preached, it could be in English/Man-
darin or English/Cantonese, alternatively
the weekly Chinese service could also be
in Cantonese/Mandarin. Singing especially
in different languages at the same time was
no problem, but rather rich as an expres-
sion of worship. A special event in the life of
the ministry was when Jacob was ordained

by Bishop John Harrower, This was encour-
aged from the beginning of his own episco-
pate and for us, we had moved through the
phases of “growing a church”.

The stories of conversions and blessings
within this ministry would constitute a book,
and the half would never be told. Of those
who have found faith and hope and even
now enrich Heaven itself, under the God
of all grace, have seen what a step of vi-
sion and obedience will produce. We are
commanded to go out into all the world and
preach the Gospel and in a sense the world
has come to us.

With retirement from the position of rector
of Holy Trinity in 2002, the next step was to
pass the baton as it were and in the words
of Paul to Timothy 2:2. “ ... what you have
heard from me in the presence of many wit-
nesses, entrust to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also. ...... Remember
Jesus Christ.” (v8 TEV) From here it is an-
other story and that also must be told, but
for me in the twilight of old age, my life is
richer and heaven will be fuller because
of a small part | have had in this arena of
God’s marvelous acts.
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Mrs. Lina Pang
g 0% &

There’s Something About
That Name
Bill & Gloria Gaither

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus; there’s just something
about that name.

Master, Savior, Jesus, like the fragrance after
the rain;

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, let all Heaven and earth
proclaim

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,

But there’s something about that name.

Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,

But there’s something about that name.

“Wedlfm, RER! BBHE—KIN
HEM—ME. RERL. RE. RA
ZHfE—RE . %S HRHMHIER
MiE#HEiLcEC L, CEBRHLINFRH
L&, T RELERE, TEKL,
T, 8%k, #ERiL. HtEBEFLEH
LS, BEFLARY, XESERE
EMMNEL, ¥HERAFTLE7
Myt 6: 4-9

Brother John Morse/

Chair of Wellspring Parish Council

his is the 30th anniversary. | have preached

several times with translation in recent years
but there a few things that | find remarkable about
the congregation. There is very good leadership
and a deep commitment to Jesus Christ and the
message of salvation.

Visitors are welcomed and the musicians and
leaders are so enthusiastic. | love the way that
new christians are cared for. They are discipled,
baptised and encouraged to enjoy their new life
with Jesus.

Thank you Michael for your strong focus for Je-
sus. It is great that Linda has been ordained as
a deacon in the Anglican Church and that Kwan
has come onto the team!
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Reverend Fraser Herbert
St. Mark’s Anglican Church

y first visit to you was when | was asked

by Rev. Michael to come and preach at
your service in late 2014, and, having never
attended your services beforehand, | came,
quietly, a few weeks early to your service
of worship, and | was delighted by the
warmth of the people | came in contact with
who did not know me or why | was there.
A wonderful sense of community and love
just resonated from all. In November 2014,
one week before my ordination as a Priest,
| was warmly welcomed into your church
family and | preached on Matthew 22: 34-40

Love is wonderful, and loving our God and
our neighbour is so much a fundamental of
our lives, that words are inadequate to fully
express this, as love can be the most pleas-
ant or the most excruciating of feelings. It
can bring you to tears of joy, or tears of sad-
ness, and | reflected back in my sermon that
day, on a poignant moment in my life.

| was working in a Leprosy Village in China
whilst doing some overseas Mission work,
and whilst walking through the village, |
heard the most beautiful singing coming
from an upstairs room. My Chinese friend
and | went and found this man who was
singing so beautifully, and we sat down to
talk with him. Of course | was not able to
converse with him in Chinese, but it was
translated so that | was involved in this
three way conversation.

This man, although severely afflicted by
his condition, had such a love for the Lord
that he told us he could not stop expressing

his love in this way, by singing his praises.
He had physical challenges, but his loving
heart and open expression of his love for
God was abundant, and it radiated from his
heart, his face and his voice.

| remember well being taught a lesson that
day in how to truly love God, and how that
love from this man was freely given to me.
He was such an example of Christian living,
yet he will never know what he did for me
that day.

In this community in which we live, we all
face challenges of various degrees and dif-
ficulties, and it may be as simple entering
a strange church to worship with others,
to quietly slip into their world. | came into
that man’s world that day and | listened to
his story, | came quietly into your world in
November 2014, and | listened to your sto-

ry.

There is a similarity in that as much as |
was encouraged by this man’s love for God
many years ago, | was, and continue to be,
encouraged by your open expressions of
your church family’s love for God now.

May our God continue to bless you all as
you reflect back upon 30 years of living in
His Grace with fellowship, love, and joy in
your hearts, knowing, in my heart that you
indeed love your neighbour as yourself.

Reverend Fraser Herbert
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Happy birthday to Sandy Bay Wellspring. -- Daniel 8

Celebrating church’s birthday
-- Charlene 6

My friend and I celebrating the church’s birthday.

Children coming to see Jesus!
---Eve 8

Happy Birthday Church!
--Amy 5

-- Hedy 6 A lion cake for church! --Isabella 6
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